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With nearly 2,000 
member households, 
Orange Audubon Society 
is the second largest of 
Florida’s 44 Audubon 
chapters—and the largest 
without full-time staff.

To fulfill our mission—conserving and restoring 
natural ecosystems, focusing on birds and their 
habitats—we are developing a nature center 
and birding park, and we need your help. 

Meeting a Growing Need
As Central Florida’s population grows denser, 
and as environmental challenges, such as 
stronger storms and habitat loss, intensify, the 
need for environmental education—across all 
ages—continues to rise. 

We’ve secured a unique 69.5-acre site adjacent 
to the Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive, that is 
vital habitat for resident and migratory birds, 
gopher tortoises and other upland species. 
Once a greenhouse nursery, the property was 
part of the St. Johns River Water Management 
District’s Lake Apopka restoration effort.

A Hub for Birding and Ecotourism
The District’s Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive is 
visited by over 160,000 people annually, from 
locals to international tourists. Extrapolating 
from a 2018 University of Florida study, the 
Drive contributes an estimated $6 million 
annually to the local economy. The Drive— 
and soon, our Nature Center—offers free 
access to nature, education and wellness.

Financial Stewardship and Sustainability
Orange Audubon has carried out the 
community activities profiled in this Annual 
Report with only a 15-member volunteer board 
and a budget of less than $100K. The opening of 
our beautiful new building will be a punctuating 
point. We need to hire a center director, and, 
in order to expand our impact, increase our 
part-time employee, our Education Coordinator, 
to full time. Always aware of sustainability, 
we know that adding staff and running the 
nature center will require a stable operations/
programs funding stream, such as using only 
the interest from an invested endowment. 

Orange Audubon operates debt-free, with 
low expenses and steadily growing individual 
donations—especially following the April 2024 
publicity on our long-term lease for the Apopka 
Birding Park. In the first year after securing  
our lease, over 130 members of our community 
have donated over $100 (see p. 11). As people 
find out about the project, they want to help.

Large donations are needed. A $350,000 
donation will secure your company's logo 
on our wonderful bird-observatory annex, 
$250,000 will secure naming rights for the 
classroom, etc. All size donations will help, as  
in this Naming Rights flyer, posted on our 
Nature Center webpage. 

The Orange Audubon Nature Center at the 
Apopka Birding Park will be a community 
gathering space, allowing opportunities 
for volunteer involvement and hands-
on educational programs and field trips 
for students, instead of only classroom 
programming. Our habitat restoration 
project will restore upland habitat, which 
has increasingly disappeared in our area and 
provide hiking and birdwatching opportunities. 

Join Us in Building a Conservation Legacy 
In this, our first Annual Report, you will see 
what our chapter has accomplished—and 
where we’re headed during this nature center 
Capital Campaign.
Be a part of this long-term effort by your local 
Audubon chapter and its volunteers to make 
things better for the environment and our 
community. 

Donations can be online or by check, and are 
tax-exempt to the extent provided by law. 

Donor Advised Funds, Qualified Charitable 
Contributions and naming us in your will are 
all means to help us succeed. DONATE link.

Thank you for your support!

Deborah Green  

Deborah Green  
President, Orange Audubon Society

Orange Audubon Society’s Mission: To conserve and restore natural 
ecosystems, focusing on birds and their habitats, for the benefit of 
humanity and biodiversity.

From the Board President Financial
Summary  
FISCAL YEAR  
starting July 1, 2023  
ending June 30, 2024 

Revenue FY 23-24 

•	General  
Contributions	 $124,835

•	Investment  
Income	 $84,857

•	Festival trips  
& sponsorships	 $41,607

•	Other Trips  
& Classes	 $6,937

•	Special  
Fundraising	 $8,185

Total	 $266,421

Expenses FY 23-24
 

•	Legal & Other  
Contract Services	$11,725 

•	Festival  
expenses	 $11,207

•	Education  
Coordinator	 $11,189

•	Printing, Postage,  
Supplies	 $7,306

•	Insurance &  
Other Expenses	 $7,144

•	Information  
Technology	 $4,013

•	Grants to  
other groups	 $3,582

Total	 $56,166
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Programs and Outreach
•	 Monthly Guest Speaker Programs: 

Free, public presentations on birds and 
conservation are held the third Thursday, 
September–June at Leu Gardens, Orlando.

•	 Board and Committees: Our all-volunteer 
Board of Directors (15+ members) meets 
monthly. Volunteers are welcome to 
join committees—email volunteer@
orangeaudubonfl.org.

•	 Educational Outreach: Our Education 
Coordinator leads programs in schools and 
communities to inspire environmental 
stewardship.

•	 Digital Resources: In-person programs 
and weekly Bird Chat sessions are 
recorded and shared on YouTube. Our 
OASis newsletter (Sept–June) is emailed 
and posted on orangeaudubonfl.org.

•	 Annual Brochure and Social Media: Our 
annual brochure lists all events. Visit 
orangeaudubonfl.org and our Facebook 
page for updates.

Conservation Efforts 
Orange Audubon supports conservation 
through advocacy, public comment, and 
collaboration with Audubon Florida and local 
partners. We’ve contributed to:
•	 Tree Protection and Fertilizer Ordinances
•	 Wetlands Ordinance, enforcement and 

Special Protection Areas
•	 Green PLACE land conservation
•	 State and federal protections for 

conservation lands and endangered species

We also coordinate local bird surveys and 
promote native plant initiatives like Plants 
for Birds and Homegrown National Park, in 
partnership with the Tarflower Chapter of the 
Florida Native Plant Society.

Nature and Wellness
Nature and birding support mental and 
physical well-being. Native landscaping, park 
protection, and habitat restoration—especially 
at Apopka Birding Park—are contributing.

Community Impact 

Thanks to outreach and social media, 
awareness of our Apopka Birding Park is 
increasing. Volunteer involvement is up,  
and online donors increased from 44  
in FY 2023–24 to over 100 in FY 2024–25.

Connecting with  
Our Community 
This first Annual Report includes audited financials for Fiscal 
Year (FY) 2023-24 and program descriptions from FY 2024-25.  
.

$4.5 Million  
Capital Campaign 
Nature Center
$2 million needed 
$781,375 raised
$1,218,625 more needed  
to start construction. 

Operations/ 
	 Programs Fund
$2.5 million needed 
$1,118,000 raised
$1,382,000 more needed to 
establish board-designated 
Operations fund from which 
only interest will be drawn.

Orange Audubon Nature Center 
at Apopka Birding Park
For nearly six decades, Orange Audubon 
Society has worked to connect people with 
nature for education and conservation.  
A major step in advancing our mission  
is establishing our own nature center— 
a space to engage the community, inspire 
stewardship, and promote environmental 
awareness.

Since 2016, when birding leader Bob Sanders 
introduced this former nursery site to our 
board, we’ve envisioned transforming a 
concrete block building, formerly the “Truck 
Shop,” into this center. Once used for farm 
vehicle repairs, the structure sits beside the 
Lust Road Canal and was deemed structurally 
sound by the City of Apopka. In line with our 
conservation values, we chose to renovate 
rather than build new—reducing the need

Net Assets 
End of FY 2023-24
Without Donor  

Restrictions	 $1,738,151
With Donor  

Restrictions	 $161,224

Total	 $1,899,375

As of June 30, 2024  

Rendering of the bird observatory annex which will 
display murals by Delia Miller, have bird-safe glass, 
binoculars for visitors, and look out onto a native 
landscape with water feature designed by local 
native plant pioneer David Drylie.

The main building space with moveable partition 
for the classroom and moveable exhibits to trans-
form it into meeting space for larger groups. Donor 
tree is to the right rear, leading into the annex.

Renderings: Little Diversified Architectural Consulting

Architect’s rendering of the front of the building facing 
South, showing the bird observatory annex to the left. 

WAYS TO GIVE: ONLINE: VISIT 
HTTPS://ORANGEAUDUBONFL.ORG/DONATE/

BY CHECK: PAYABLE TO 
ORANGE AUDUBON SOCIETY, INC. 

MAILED TO 
ORANGE AUDUBON SOCIETY, 

P.O. BOX 941142, 
MAITLAND, FL 32794-1142.

TAX DEDUCTIBILITY: 
ORANGE AUDUBON SOCIETY, INC. 

A FLORIDA NONPROFIT 
[501(c)(3)] ORGANIZATION.  

DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE TO THE  
EXTENT ALLOWED BY LAW. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, TO SCHEDULE 
A TOUR, OR TO VIEW OUR BUILDING AND 

RESTORATION PLANS, 
PLEASE CONTACT US AT 

INFO@ORANGEAUDUBONFL.ORG 
OR 407-637-2525

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION  
AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY 

BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF 
CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING  

TOLL-FREE, 1-800-435-7352,  
WITHIN THE STATE. VISIT WWW.FDACS.GOV 

FOR HELP.  REGISTRATION DOES  
NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL  
OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.   

REGISTRATION NO. CH2330

(continued on next page) 
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Audubon Nature Center at the Apopka Birding Park 
(from previous page)   

for new materials, transport, and waste. Architect Philip 
Donovan of Little Diversified Architectural Consulting, 
who shares our sustainability commitment, developed 
plans to turn the Truck Shop into a modern, energy-
efficient environmental education center.

Sustainable Design Features
Key green elements include:
•	 Solar panels for renewable energy
•	 A 200-gallon rainwater cistern for toilet flushing
•	 Expansion from 2,400 to ~3,400 square feet, 

including a bird observatory annex

Designs received an Award of Merit in the Unbuilt 
Category from the American Institute of Architects 
Orlando Chapter—selected among 18 submissions and 
were approved by the City of Apopka.

Thanks to a long-term lease from the City of Apopka, 
the center will be built, maintained, and operated by 
Orange Audubon. It will serve as a hub for programs on:

•	 Habitat restoration and native planting
•	 Local wildlife and bird migration
•	 Lake Apopka restoration
•	 Sustainable building practices
•	 Wellness benefits of birding

Programs will serve all ages, with a strong focus on 
inclusion and outreach to underserved communities. 

Capital Campaign Goals
To bring this project to life, OAS must raise $4.5 million. 
We’ve reached 42% of that goal and are seeking support 
from individuals, corporations, and foundations.  
Naming rights and other donor recognition  
opportunities are available (see flyer at  
orangeaudubonfl.org/new-oas-nature-center/).

Orange Audubon’s Apopka Birding Park working  
group members at the site in 2019.     Photo: Milton Heiberg

The Little Diversified Architectural Consulting team with the AIA design Award.  
				    Photo: AIA Orlando Chapter

Truck Shop from the south in 2019.      Photo: Milton Heiberg

On the November 2024 Apopka Birding Park Bird Survey, members  
were joined by birders from around the state for the 3rd Florida 
record of a Western bird, a Brewer’s Sparrow.  Photo: Deborah Green

4

http://orangeaudubonfl.org/new-oas-nature-center/


Ecological Importance

The Apopka Birding Park features upland habitat—
ecosystems that are rapidly disappearing to 
development. Formerly an ornamental plant nursery, 
the site is being restored to support native wildlife 
including breeding, migratory, and overwintering birds, 
plus gopher tortoises and other species.

Notable birds include owls, overwintering Painted 
Buntings and sparrows and nesting Blue Grosbeaks. 
Orange Audubon’s bird surveys, since August 2024, 
typically record over 60 species each month. 

Habitat Restoration

A Forest Stewardship Plan, developed in 2025 by the 
Florida Forest Service and Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC), guides Orange 
Audubon’s plans, including to restore longleaf pine 
habitat. In 2025, we secured FWC funding to treat 
invasive cogon grass. A Viva Florida grant from the 
Florida Wildflower Foundation will fund the native 
plantings outside the future observatory annex. An 
Audubon in Action grant from National Audubon for 
habitat restoration supports community involvement 
in the project and educational programming.

Community Impact
Volunteer workdays on April 22, May 31, and June 
28 attracted 82 participants—including 40 from the 
Hispanic community—demonstrating strong, diverse 
engagement. These efforts are transforming a former 
nursery into a biodiverse landscape and environmental 
education space, uniting conservation and community.

Restoring Upland Habitat for Wildlife

Map of 69.5 acre Apopka Birding Park (ABP)

Native grasses,  
Photo:Joyce Stefancic

Painted Bunting,  
Photo: Joe Mileyka

Clay-colored Sparrow,  
Photo: Delsy Rodriguez

Native grasses,  
Photo:Joyce Stefancic

Blue Grosbeak,  
Photo: Ben Powell

	 Gopher Tortoise, Photo: Mary Keim
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For the past 3½ years, Orange Audubon Society’s Education 
Coordinator, Kathy Rigling, has delivered free, engaging STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math) programs  
to schools across Central Florida.

In the 2024–25 school year alone, she made 87 visits to 31 schools, reaching over 
5,100 students, mostly at Title I schools.

Kathy also led 18 after-school club sessions at Zellwood, Eccleston, Rock Springs, 
and Eustis Elementary Schools and participated in nine STEAM nights and Earth 
Day events. She served as a Green Schools judge for Orange County Public Schools.

At Zellwood Elementary, Kathy helped launch a monthly birding club within the 
school’s Green Club. Many students there are descendants of displaced Lake 
Apopka farmworkers, giving the program added local significance.  
A National Audubon grant provided 11 binoculars to support the club.

Community (Citizen) Science and Habitat Projects
A signature feature of Kathy’s work is Schoolyard Bird Surveys, where  
students take part in the Great Backyard Bird Count and Christmas Bird Count  
on school grounds. 

With a grant-funded set of 40 kid-sized binoculars to lend to students, Kathy 
and volunteers lead these hands-on birding experiences across grade levels. 
Enthusiasm of the students for being outside in nature and embracing the 
scientific endeavor of doing bird surveys is palpable.

She also works with students to enhance schoolyard habitats by creating native 
plant gardens. Schools included Wolf Lake Elementary and Middle, Dommerich 
Elementary, Zellwood Elementary, Rock Springs Elementary, and Edgewater High 
School. Several of these schools plan to grow plants for the Apopka Birding Park.

Community Impact
Kathy’s programs provide accessible enrichment to students who might not have 
other after-school opportunities. At Zellwood Elementary, where she has supported 
the Green Club for three years, students have grown in confidence, skills, and 
curiosity—older students even mentored younger ones during the 2024 Christmas 
Bird Count.

Her efforts continue to gain recognition and demand, with more schools requesting 
after-school programs. In acknowledgment of her contributions, Kathy was 
nominated for the Orange County Public Schools Volunteer of the Year award.

Nurturing Young Scientists

Education Coordinator  
Kathy Rigling with Zellwood 
Elementary after-school group 
learning to use binoculars and  
survey birds.  
Photo: Pamela Owens

Eccleston Elementary  
after-school student enjoying 
his first look through a  
spotting scope.  
Photo: Kathy Rigling

Eccleston Elementary after- 
school student doing Barn Owl 
pellet dissection to figure out 
what prey the owl ate.  
Photo: Kathy Rigling

Zellwood Elementary students doing Schoolyard Bird Count.  
Photo: Kathy Rigling
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Field Trips, Classes and Surveys Nurturing Young  
Scientists - 2

Orange Audubon Society launched its Young Birders 
Club in 2021, led by Education Committee members 
and founded with the help of an 11-year-old birder and 
his mother. Open to youth ages 8–17 (under 16 must 
attend with a parent), the club is affiliated with the 
Florida Young Birders Club and offers free, bimonthly 
field trips.

At the 2024 North Shore Birding Festival, the Young 
Birders team won the “Big Day” competition, outscoring 
experienced birders with their sharp eyes and 
enthusiasm.

Community Impact

The club aims to inspire the next generation of birders, 
Audubon members, and conservationists. Increasing 
to over 25 members, it has become a model for other 
Florida Audubon chapters. Parents have praised the 
mentoring it offers. One original member, now 20, leads 
trips and surveys and serves on the Orange Audubon 
board. Three Young Birders now co-lead trips at the 
North Shore Birding Festival.

If a child is to keep alive his inborn  
sense of wonder... he needs the  
companionship of at least one adult  
who can share it, rediscovering with  
him the joy, excitement, and mystery  
of the world we live in.   
	 Rachel Carson in “The Sense of Wonder”

To connect people with nature and inspire conservation action, 
Orange Audubon offers expert-led field trips and classes for all 
ages and experience levels:
• Monthly Field Trips: Free walking trips, open to all, with loaner 

binoculars usually available.
• Saturday Bird Walks: Each week in October and April at Mead 

Botanical Garden, a songbird migration hotspot.
• Limited Edition Field Trips: Smaller group trips are offered for 

a modest fee, providing a more focused experience.
• Bird Watching Classes: Beginner courses each fall and spring, 

plus an intermediate class in January, are offered.
• Specialty Trips: Include free bilingual outings and Young Birders 

trips as well as fundraising boat trips and overnight birding 
excursions.

Community/Citizen Science
Bird surveys support land managers with population data. 
Orange Audubon engages the the public in this community 
science. No expert skills are required—just enthusiasm and 
moderate stamina.
Survey Sites:
•	 Oakland Nature Preserve (quarterly)
•	 Rock Springs Run State Reserve (quarterly)
•	 Apopka Birding Park (monthly)
•	 Lake Apopka North Shore (monthly)
•	 Wekiwa Springs State Park (monthly)
We also actively encourage participation in:
•	 EagleWatch and Jay Watch from Audubon Florida
•	 Christmas Bird Count and Great Backyard Bird Count 
•	 City Nature Challenge and Latino Conservation Week
Inclusive and Accessible
OAS prioritizes accessibility, with input from a wheelchair-using 
board member. Events are shared via the OASis newsletter, 
Facebook, Meetup, and the annual brochure. Registration and 
required waivers are online.
Community Impact
In FY 2024–25, OAS hosted 20 free trips, attended by 
approximately 500 people, and involved over 100 participants 
in bird surveys—broadening community engagement and 
awareness of local conservation efforts

Kathy RIgling leading bird walk.  
Photo: Brian Miller

Young Birders Club trip to Mead Gardens.  
Photo: Kathy Rigling

Membership in Orange Audubon Society  
Joining Orange Audubon also includes membership in 
Audubon Florida and the National Audubon Society. 
Dues are $20 ($15 for students). We recommend joining 
directly through Orange Audubon so we can forward 
your membership to National. Donations to Orange 
Audubon can be added. Join through the mail or online 
at orangeaudubonfl.org/get-involved/join/.
For expiration dates, email: membership@
orangeaudubonfl.org.
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Profiling Central Florida’s Birding Hotspots

The NORTH SHORE BIRDING FESTIVAL highlights 
the exceptional birding opportunities of the 20,000-
acre Lake Apopka North Shore, managed by the St. 
Johns River Water Management District. Held annually 
in December, this five-day festival features 70 guided 
field trips on the North Shore and other Central Florida 
birding hotspots. The festival is based out of the 
McDonald Canal area (24600 CR 448A, Mount Dora, FL).

Many trips offer exclusive vehicle access to areas 
normally open only to hikers or cyclists. Each year we 
add new field trips and leaders—including energetic 
young birders—who bring fresh knowledge and 
enthusiasm. In addition to birdwatching, the festival 
offers specialized photography trips, led by top nature 
photographers.

Trip fees range from $10 to $100, with all proceeds 
benefiting Orange Audubon Society’s future 
nature center. College students and Young Birders 
receive discounts. Popular trips fill quickly—65% of 
registrations happen within the first 24 hours. 

The youngest trip leader, age 14, co-led with his father. 
Several trip leaders who received their start with us 
have gone on to guide at larger festivals.

Past NORTH SHORE BIRDING FESTIVAL trip.  
Photo Jack Horton

Filmmaker Jim Cunningham has created two short promotional 
videos posted on northshorebirdingfestival.com, one featuring 
a birder doing a "Big Year," who ranks our event among the top 
three birding festivals in the U.S.

Since its 2016 launch, attendance has grown steadily, with 350 
participants in 2024 from 18 states and over 70 Florida cities. 

The festival aims to expand its national reach, spark return 
visits, raise awareness of Central Florida’s natural treasures 
and contribute ecotourism dollars to the area. It showcases the 
region’s conservation value and habitat protection efforts.

Community Impact

Over 50 trip leaders, including professional guides, donate their 
time to lead trips, supported by 20+ volunteers, including the 
event coordinator. 

Once Orange Audubon’s nature center is built, the festival will 
include a free expo hall with displays by optics vendors and 
tour companies, allowing added community engagement.

Thanks to being volunteer-run and to our generous sponsors, net 
proceeds of the festival continue to grow. In fiscal year 2024–25, 
the festival raised over $23,000 for the nature center fund.

A Chapter of National and Florida Audubon Societies

December 11-15, 2025

Participant Feedback

“The key message of successful ongoing restoration of  
Lake Apopka’s North Shore left us with hope that bird  
habitat can be restored.”

“It is still the best-organized, friendliest, best-fed festival  
in all my 55 years of birding.”

Past NORTH SHORE BIRDING FESTIVAL trip.  
Photo: Luis Gles
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Now in its 37th year, the Kit and Sidney Chertok 
Florida Native Nature Photography Contest promotes 
appreciation and conservation of Florida’s native flora 
and fauna through ethical nature photography. The 
contest includes three divisions: Novice, Advanced, and 
Youth (17 and under).

Entries must depict only native Florida species and 
follow ethical standards set by the North American 
Nature Photography Association. Subject matter experts 
review all submissions. If disqualified, photographers 
may resubmit another photo at no extra cost.

Judging and Awards

A panel—featuring a professional photographer, fine 
artist, and naturalist—selects winners. Ribbons and 
cash prizes are awarded at an entertaining June awards 
ceremony, led by Contest Chair Teresa Williams.

Long History

Before the pandemic, this was Orange Audubon’s largest 
annual event, featuring a potluck and silent auction. 
Orange Audubon held it virtually for three years and 
now draws a growing in-person audience—80 people 
attended in June 2025.

The accompanying auction, now hosted online via 
Bidding Owl, remains a major fundraiser. In 2025, 80 
items raised over $6,000 in proceeds.

Winning photos are featured in Orange Audubon’s 
newsletter, website, and outreach materials, reinforcing 
the contest’s conservation impact.

Community Impact

The Youth Category brings young photographers into 
the conservation fold. Award-winning local photographer 
Wei-Shen Chin, whose children have also won awards, 
led a Young Photographers Workshop in 2025 with 
two of his children—continuing the mission to foster 
environmental stewardship across generations.

Growing YouTube Channel 
In response to the COVID-19 shutdown, Orange 
Audubon Society launched Bird Chats—weekly Zoom 
sessions featuring guest speakers, birding updates, 
and a “Mystery Bird” segment tailored to intermediate 
birders. While 25–40 people attend live on Thursdays 
at 7 PM, the reach expands through recordings on the 
Orange Audubon Society YouTube channel.

Bird Chats use in-house resources for promotion and 
tech support. They are managed entirely by volunteers 
without speaker honoraria.
Community Impact
The YouTube channel had 1,240 subscribers and 213 
videos at the end of FY24–25.  Many of the Bird Chat 
guest speaker presentations receive hundreds or even 
thousands of views on our channel. The channel also 
hosts monthly educational webinars for teachers. 
Other Audubon chapters have expressed amazement              
at Bird Chats being held weekly. With potential for 
YouTube monetization, the channel may soon become 
a new funding stream supporting Orange Audubon’s 
educational mission.

Wei-Shen, Matthew and Lauren Chin lead Young  
Photographers Workshop.    Photo: Wei-Shen Chin

Past NORTH SHORE BIRDING FESTIVAL trip.  
Photo Jack Horton

Roseate Nesting Décor—Roseate Spoonbill. 2024 Chertok Photo 
Contest. Fourth Place, Youth Category.    Photo: Lauren Chin 

Participant Feedback

“The key message of successful ongoing restoration of  
Lake Apopka’s North Shore left us with hope that bird  
habitat can be restored.”

“It is still the best-organized, friendliest, best-fed festival  
in all my 55 years of birding.”

Pest Control—Ruby-throated Hummingbird. 2024 Chertok Photo 
Contest, 1st Place, Novice Category.    Photo: Tracy Dreyfus 

Embracing Conservation Through
Photography
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2025-26 Orange Audubon Board
Staff
Kathy Rigling, Part-time Education Coordinator

Officers
President: Deborah Green, Valencia College, retired
1st Vice President: Jack Horton, Seminole Co. Schools, retired
2nd Vice President: Alan Shapiro, Grandiflora Nursery owner, retired
Secretary: Linda Gaunt, Siemens
Treasurer (FY23-24, FY24-25): Teresa Williams, Rollins College, retired
Treasurer (FY25-26): Sue Weidner, Seminole County Comptroller’s 
Office

Other Board Members
Rick Baird, Orange County Env. Protection Division, retired
David Bottomley, ADA advocate
Linda Carpenter, Rollins College, retired
Alex DeBear, Florida Dept of Env Protection
Marian Lichtler, U.S. Forest Service, retired
Brent Mobley, Rivian Automotive, retired
Eric Moore, Advent Health
Hannah Summersill, Lennar Mortgage
Susan Thorne-Barrett, Advent Health, retired
Stephen Turner, NOAA, retired
Mary Van Egmond, School Publishing Group

OASis Monthly Newsletter

Orange Audubon Society emails the link to the 
illustrated 8-page OASis newsletter monthly to over 
2,600 subscribers. The newsletter, also posted on 
our website, highlights birding events, conservation 
actions, and provides updates on our future nature 
center, encouraging community involvement and 
support.

Community Impact 
In FY 24–25, email open rates grew to about  
60%, an exceptionally high figure in the nonprofit 
sector (MailChimp data). The newsletter plays a 
vital role in maintaining strong connections with 
Orange Audubon’s community and reinforcing 
our reputation as a trustworthy, mission-driven 
organization.

OASis Monthly Newsletter  
and Volunteers 

A Chapter of National and Florida Audubon Societies

Volunteer Hours   
Over 5,500 hours were contributed in FY24-25 to 
make Orange Audubon events happen, by over 300 
volunteers, as follows:
•	 Administration (all volunteer): 3000 hours
•	 Apopka Birding Park Working Group: 200 hours
•	 Board and Committee meetings: 520 hours
•	 Assistance to Education Coordinator: 260 hours 
•	 Outreach Events and Preparation: 225 hours
•	 Apopka Birding Park Volunteer Workdays: 328 hours
•	 Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive Ambassador: 720 hours
•	 Bird surveys: 300 hours Young Birders looking at Wilson’s Snipe at  

the 2018 NORTH SHORE BIRDING FESTIVAL. 

Photo: Deborah Green  
Inset: Snipe, Photo: Steve Shaluta
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$10,000-$24,999
Deborah Green
Linda and Richard Maxson  

(Hyla Donor Advised Fund)
Alan Shapiro

$2,500-$9,999
Jay Exum  

(CFF/Wekiva Conservation Fund)
Friends of Lake Apopka 
Kathryn Fuller  

(Robert Wood Johnson Foun-
dation)

Susan and Hugh Morris  
(Morris Family Fidelity Gift 
Fund)

Shari Yudenfreund-Sujka
Winter Garden 100
Kathleen Wynegar
Anonymous Donor

$1,000-$2,499
Mary and Robert Dipboye  

(Vanguard Charitable Account 
Fund)

FL Conservation Foundation
Peggy Lantz
Eric Moore
Elizabeth Osborne
Eugene and Jeanne Polarolo 

(DAFgiving360)
Louis Stern 
Anonymous Donor

$500-$999
Nancy Christman
Ryan Garrison
Larry Martin
Mary Piercey
Richard Reed
Delsy Rodriguez
Pam Schrimscher  

and Grant Basham
Robert and Flo Sena
Bettie Sommers
Glenn Turner
(3) Anonymous Donors 

Orange Audubon Supporters
Orange Audubon Society extends its appreciation to the 
following members and friends who have made significant 
financial gifts in FY 2024-25, following announcement of 
Orange Audubon's long-term lease for the Nature Center.  

A 
LASTING 
LEGACY 

Tree Swallow,  
Photo: Susan Kirby

Additional Donations

Kim Adams and Joyce Bailo  
- Disney VoluntEARS Grant 
program
Eric Pearson  
- in memory of Sue Byrd Pearson
Ralph Bowling, Ann Morrison, 
Birgid Niedenzu and Armen 
Silverbach  
- in memory of Nathan Bower
Cindy Cardile  
- in memory of Betty Brown
Jennifer Allen-Warren   
- in memory of Mary Jane Fries
Dan and Beverly Evans  
and Roger and Joanie (Schirm)  
Neiswender  
- in memory of Pete Vogt*Includes $100 Jay memberships in which $80 is donated to Orange Audubon

Nanci Adler 
Lynn Amende 
Apopka Women's Club 
Carol Bailey 
Rick Baird 
Tim Barker 
Susan Barrett 
Elizabeth Bartell 
Ronald Blair 
Ralph Bowling 
Bonnie and Steve 
Breitbeil 
Brownwood Birders 
Lorraine Burch 
Frank Canty 
Stephanie Carels 
Linda Carpenter 
Darren Chastain 
Wei-Shen Chin

John and Pat Cloran 
Stacie Crawley 
Philip Donovan 
Joe and Danita Dunn 
Rex and Kathy Elbert 
Marlyn Felsing 
Robert Ferguson 
Foliage Sertoma Club 
Amy Frazier  
Lynn Frazier 
Davey Frost 
Linda Gaunt 
Sandra Giacalone 
Rafael Gomez 
Michelle Grossman 
David Hartgrove 
Jim and Mary Helmers 
Mary Himes  
(Fidelity Charitable) 

Jeffrey House 
Mary Hudgins 
Travis and Mary 
Hudson 
Mark Jager 
J. Daniel Jones 
Elizabeth Kelly 
Samuel Kendall 
Wayne Kennedy 
Lucy Langfield 
Nancy LeClaire  
Debra Machamer 
Bruce Matasick  
Andrew and  
Wendy Mears 
Suzanne Moore 
Cassandra Myer 
John Nabers 
Leslie Poole 

Philip Pra Sisto 
Nancy Prine 
Cheryl Railey 
Yasmin Ritland 
Traies Roe 
Anika Scott Ruff  
Sheilla Smith  
Bill and Joyce Stefancic 
Stephen Turner 
Mary Van Egmond 
Richard and Robin 
Wells 
Carol Sue Weidner 
(19) Anonymous 
Donors

$100-$499* 

Orange Audubon invites our supporters to consider us in their wills 
Two bequests received over the past years have helped make possible the work we are doing.  
Several people have notified us that they have put Orange Audubon Society in their will, and we  
hope more will do so. 

For more information, email us at treasurer@orangeaudubonfl.org    Tax ID: 59-6182031 

Naming opportunities and partnership packages are available
Whether you are a foundation leader, corporate sponsor, or community champion, your support at this 
moment will shape a regional legacy in conservation and education. — Please contact us to learn more.  
 

Red-shouldered Hawk,  
Photo: Joyce Stefancic

$25,000+
W.T. Bland Jr. CharitableTrust

Every attempt has been made to include all donors in each category 
and to correctly identify them. If you believe there has been an error, 
please contact Deborah Green at info@orangeaudubonfl.org so that  
we can correct our records.
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Orange Audubon Society’s mission is to conserve and restore natural ecosystems, focusing on birds  
and their habitats, for the benefit of humanity and the earth’s biological diversity 

Orange Audubon Society, P.O. Box 941142, Maitland, FL 32794-1142. 407-637-2525 

Ver: 9-19-25

o r a n g e a u d u b o n f l . o r g

Black Rail Trip at  
2024 NORTH SHORE BIRDING FESTIVAL     
Photo: Chris Newton


