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Orange Audubon has had another successful
Birdapalooza event for 2017! This was the first
year the event stretched over the course of three
days with guided tours from professional birders.
I was glad to be able to share my knowledge of
our local avian fauna with some new and out of
the area birders on the tours I assisted with. To
start the Birdapalooza weekend on Friday, Ralph
Risch and I lead a Florida Scrub-Jay tour at the
Bear Pond trailhead of Seminole State Forest.
While exploring the area on my own, I was not
able to locate the jays. However, Ralph knew right
where to go! All he had to do was whistle and
the jays started coming out of the woodworks to
get a peanut treat, as this is how he lures them
in to capture them for banding. One unbanded
jay stayed behind waiting hoping for one last
peanut. Other notable species included a Sedge
Wren that we heard calling by the pond and a
rather territorial Red-headed Woodpecker that
flew over and became agitated when we walked
too close to his roost tree. The trip’s list included
a total of 31 species.
Saturday was spent at Magnolia Park at our Wekiva Basin Bird Banding booth. We were honored to
be greeted in the morning by a rather large flock
of American Robins who continued to spend the
day foraging on sugar berries right behind our
mist nets. A pair of male Pileated Woodpeckers
were enjoying the berries just as much and were
so voracious, they did not seem to mind having
their photos taken at all by a rather large group

Florida Scrub-Jay Aphelocoma coerulescens

American Robin Turdus migratorius
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of birders. Andrew made the decision to move a
net over to where the robins were foraging. Most
of them were too high in the trees, but we ended up catching one to band! We caught two birds
throughout the day- a famale Northern Cardinal
and the American Robin and had a total of 42
species seen and heard in the park. When things
started slowing down and the birds quieted down
in the late morning, a green anole came out to
bask and warm itself. Most of the day was spent
explaining our work that we do to visitors and Dr.
Richard Poole brought his hand-made bird boxes
to teach people how to attract cavity-nesting birds
to their own backyards. Later in the evening, our
most beloved visitor to Birdapalooza, Greg Miller
from the Big Year, gave a great talk accompanied
by delicious pizza from Mellow Mushroom. Greg is
a fantastic story-teller and everyone was crowded
around him before the talk began to hear about
his birding adventures.
The last day of the festival was spent out at the
North Shore and Clay Island for an all-day tour.
Our leaders included Greg Miller, Gallus Quigley,
David Simpson, Lorne Malo, and myself. We saw
several great species including the Groove-billed
Ani, who remained low in the brush do to very
high wind speeds, but still visible. We also got to
see the one of the resident Barn Owls, Painted
Bunting, American Wigeon, and several other
species of waterfowl with a total of 61 species
for the day. Gallus and David thought they might
have had a Gadwall in one pond, but later confirmed that it was a female Blue-winged Teal. Our
last species of the day was a Greater Yellowlegs
that Gallus spotted from his side of the car on
our way out. #
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and Gregg Miller brought food from Mellow Mushroom.
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Green Anole

David Simpson focuses as Deborah Green looks on
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