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          September 2015 

Dear Orange Audubon member and friend:
Once again, it is time for Orange Audubon Society (OAS), your local Audubon chapter, to send its once-a-year appeal 

for financial support needed to continue and increase its nature education programs, conservation advocacy and finan-
cial stability.  When you give this year, please know that OAS’ all-volunteer board and other volunteers donate significant  
personal time and financial resources.  They absorb much of their own out-of-pocket expenses, defraying significant  
operating costs so that 100% of your donation can go into programs.

As a member of OAS, you are a member of National Audubon Society (NAS) and Florida Audubon Society.  As one of 
the nearly 500 NAS chapters and 44 Florida chapters, OAS works to meet NAS’ goals by providing birding, education and  
conservation opportunities locally, and advocates for the environment on local, state and national conservation priorities.  

Throughout this year, OAS’ 50th, we will reflect on many long-lived accomplishments (monthly programs, field 
trips and wildlife identification classes, the Chertok nature photo contest, etc.).  Conservation efforts, such as  
advocacy that aided in passage of Amendment 1 and participation in the process of improving the Central Florida Water  
Initiative, will continue.  Last year OAS was one of only 19 entities nation-wide to receive an Audubon TogetherGreen 
by Toyota Grant; we also received a NAS collaborative grant to aid our Lake Apopka nature education efforts and  
developed a portrait on the Central Florida Foundation website to facilitate applying for other grants that could help us 
further extend our reach into the community. We will also continue to participate in nature education by co-sponsoring 
local wildlife festivals as well as underwriting Audubon Adventures, a nature education resource for elementary students.  
OAS  independently  funds  the  cost  of  these  local  programs  and  activities, through  which  almost  12,000 people were 
connected with nature this past year, but we could do more. That is why, in this 50th year, OAS is increasing its focus on  
securing a Nature Education Center where increased and enhanced nature education and conservation opportunities 
would be possible.

Already this year dozens of exciting and informative classes, field trips, programs and events—showcased in the  
enclosed 2015–2016 Annual Brochure—have been planned. From programs, regular field trips, and ID classes, to a sunset 
hayride and a quest to observe wild Flamingos, don’t miss any of OAS’ 2015–2016 season offerings.  Details and updates 
will be provided in the OASis e-newsletter.  If you did not receive the September 2015 e-OASis notice, please provide your 
e-mail address to Mike Daley, membership data manager, at miked129e@gmail.com or (407) 417-7818 to receive a monthly  
notice when the latest issue of the OASis is available online or to notify him that you do not have internet access. Since OAS 
has gone “Green,” this is the only planned paper mailing our members will receive this program year.  

Without your financial support, OAS would not be nearly so effective in fulfilling and growing its mission.  Please con-
sider a generous contribution of $25, $40, $100 or more.  Any amount truly helps.  You can donate through OAS’ website, 
www.orangeaudubonfl.org, using the secure DONATE button in the upper right corner of the home page or you can send 
a check in the enclosed envelope.  You can designate your tax-deductible contribution to be directed to conservation, edu-
cation or a future OAS Nature Education Center.  Otherwise your donation will be used where OAS has the greatest need.

On behalf of Orange Audubon Society, thank you again for your friendship and support.
          Sincerely,

              
          Deborah Green, President 


